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B y  R i c h a r d 
J u n g e r

HASTINGS, Mich. — 
Two impressive phono-
graph collections made 
their way to Stanton’s 
Auctioneers and Realtors 
in November for a three-
day auction. 

There was beautiful music in the house at Stanton's
Don Gfell started col-

lecting Edison phono-
graphs in the 1960s and 
never looked back. He 
was known as the “Edison 
Man” to friends and other 
collectors. He died in 
2023. The other large 
offering in this sale came 
from “Mr. Gramophone” 

as Domenic DeBernardo 
was called. The Toronto 
resident died in 2024. 

All prices listed are 
gavel prices and do not 
reflect the buyer’s premi-
ums.

The top seller was an 
Edison Class M cylinder 
phonograph from the 
DiBernardo collection, 
which achieved a gavel 
price of $50,000. One of 
the first  London 
Stereoscopic Company 
tinfoil models produced, 
it was manufactured 
around 1878 under 
Thomas Edison’s license 
and closely following his 

original design. 
A number 16 marking 

on the machine was prob-
ably its sequential pro-
duction number, signify-
ing that it was one of the 
earliest models for the 
British and Canadian 
markets. Its fragile tinfoil 
could record and play a 
few times but couldn’t be 

switched or saved. Wax 
cylinders, introduced 
around 1884, were the 
first means of preserving 
and replaying sound.

The second-highest lot, 
at $30,000, was a circa 
l a t e – 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y 
Western Union Calahan-

Above: A 1878 Edison-licensed tinfoil phonograph 
sold for $50,000. 

Left: A late 1890s “flower 
machine” Edison 
wax-cylinder phono-
graph was hammered 
for $23,000. 

Above: Swiss-made 
Empress disc music box, 
circa 1904, sold for 
$4,500. Empress was a 
trade name, and boxes 
were assembled and 
sold in different cabinets 
for different markets.

Christmas pyramids offer holiday entertainment
B y  L a r r y 
L e M a s t e r s

Christmas pyramids 
are unique Christmas 
decorations that blos-
somed in the folklore cus-

toms of the Ore Mountains 
in Germany. These deco-
rations have a pyramidal 
outer frame with candle-
holders encircling the 
pyramid. A central 
Christmas carousel, often 
a nativity scene, sits 
inside the pyramid with a 
rotor at the top of the pyr-
amid that is turned by 
warm air lifting from the 
lit candles. Besides nativ-
ity scenes, Christmas 
pyramids may be decorat-
ed with angels, shep-
herds, sheep, wise men, 
mangers, mining folk 
from the Ore Mountains, 
forest scenes, and build-
ings.

Christmas pyramids 
are thought to be one of 
the predecessors of the 
traditional Christmas 

tree.
Historically, Christmas 

pyramids are made of 
wood and sit on four-to-
eight-sided raised plat-
forms. Each pyramid has 
a long pole in the middle, 
serving as the axle on 
with the entire decora-
tion spins and which 
helps support added plat-
forms. Christmas figu-
rines used as decorations 
on Christmas pyramids 
are also, historically, 
made of wood.

Christmas pyramids 
originated in the 
late-Middle Ages, roughly 
around 1500 AD. 
Originally, European 
families collected ever-
green branches and hung 
them from their homes’ 
ceilings to ward off cabin 
fever on dark, cold winter 
nights. Northern and 
Eastern European fami-
lies used candles to ward 
off gloominess in the win-
ter. Eventually, these two 
customs mixed, and fami-
lies hung boxwood 

branches and candles to 
decorate their homes for 
winter. This quickly led 
to a more lavish 
Christmas Season deco-
ration, immersing the 
family in the lights and 
scents of Christmas. 

 A Christmas pyramid, 
or its direct forerunner, 
unified candles and ever-
green boughs with a sym-
bolic light stand called a 
Lichtergestelle. These 
light stands were con-
structed of four poles and 
decorated with evergreen 
boughs at the top. Lit 
candles brought cheer to 
this simple decoration.

Not long after these 
decorative light stands 
originated, the modern 
Christmas tree took their 
place in the home. But 
the German people were 
not done decorating. In 
the Ore Mountains, the 
miners who lived there 
did not see Christmas 

Above: Hung from the ceiling this Erzgebirge hang-
ing Christmas Pyramid has a beautiful nativity 
scene. This pyramid was offered on eBay for $317.

Left: Offered on eBay 
for $8,000, Richard 
Glässer (Erzgebirgische 
Volkskunst) made this 
Christmas pyramid in 
German. It is dated 
“after 1945.”
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HOL I DAY PRI N T HOL I DAY PRI N T 
SCH EDU L ESCH EDU L E
Our offices will be closedOur offices will be closed

December 22-December 26December 22-December 26

We will not be printing a paper datedWe will not be printing a paper dated
Tuesday, December 30th therefore allTuesday, December 30th therefore all

New Years Auctions must be advertised in our New Years Auctions must be advertised in our 
December 23rd issue.December 23rd issue.

The Deadline for the December 23rd issue will The Deadline for the December 23rd issue will 
remain the same at Tues., Dec. 16th at noon.remain the same at Tues., Dec. 16th at noon.

After the December 23rd issue, the next available After the December 23rd issue, the next available 
issue will be Tuesday, January 6th with an early issue will be Tuesday, January 6th with an early 

deadline of Monday, December 29th at Noon.deadline of Monday, December 29th at Noon.

See page 5 of the paper for issue dates and deadlines.See page 5 of the paper for issue dates and deadlines.

PRIVATE ESTATE SALE OF RIFLES, SHOTGUNS, HANDGUNS, AMMUNITION, & ACCESSORIES

ONLINE BIDDING OPEN FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19TH - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26TH  • AUCTION PREVIEW: SAT, DEC 20TH (10 am - 12 pm)

PREVIEW LOCATIONS:
 FIREARMS: 215 E MARKET ST, BLUFFTON, IN  •  AMMO & ACCESSORIES: 118 E. CRAIG ST, OSSIAN, IN

SELLER: PRIVATE ESTATE
SALE MANAGER: BRANDON STEFFEN (260.710.5684)

VISIT STEFFENGRP.COM/AUCTIONS FOR COMPLETE AUCTION CATALOG & ONLINE BIDDING INSTRUCTIONSVISIT STEFFENGRP.COM/AUCTIONS FOR COMPLETE AUCTION CATALOG & ONLINE BIDDING INSTRUCTIONS

MAJOR FIREARM & AMMUNITION MAJOR FIREARM & AMMUNITION AUCTIONAUCTION

• Westley Richards SxS engraved shotgun
• Browning Citori CX/CXS/CXT in 12, 20 & 28 GA
• Ruger Precision rifles (.308 & .22 LR)

• Colt Defense M4 & Modular Carbines (5.56 & .308)
• Mossberg Silver & Gold Reserve O/U models
• Mossberg 500 & 590 tactical/pump shotguns

• Sig Sauer P220 & P320 pistols
• KEL-TEC KSG 12 GA, Marlin 1895 .45-70, Winchester classics

• Bulk .22 LR — CCI Mini-Mag, Stinger, Remington HV
• 5.56 & .223 — PMC, IMI, Wolf, Winchester

• 9mm, .40 S&W, .45 ACP, 10mm, .357 Mag, .38 SPL
• 5.7x28 — Federal, Speer Gold Dot

• .308 Win, 7.62x51, 30-30, 44 Mag, 45-70 Govt
• .338 Lapua Magnum premium HPBT lots

• Vortex scopes & mounts
• Magpul slings, PMAGs, AR accessories

• Galco, Safariland & DeSantis holsters
• Mossberg barrels & stocks

• Range bags, gun cases, choke tubes, parts

OVER 95+ FIREARMS:

OVER 100,000 ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION:

LARGE ASSORTMENT OF ACCESSORIES & GEAR:

260.426.0633
STEFFENGRP.COM

AU19600168 AC30500053

http://www.eauctionexchange.com
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18% buyer’s premium discounted to 15% for cash or check, Internet 20% or more.

Daniel K. Matthews, CAI/GPPA
Petroliana / Automobilia 
Advertising Expert
217-259-7059 Cell
217-563-8880 Offi ce
matthewsauctions.com MatthewsTAC.com

Dan Matthews (WIAL 2373) 217-259-7059
   Danm@matthewsauctions.com
Dustin Wilke 262-949-1058
  Dustin@matthewsauctions.com
Cyrus Wilke (WIAL 4014) 920-350-5533
  Cyrus@matthewsauctions.com

Scan for
Auction 
Details

Online bidding 
available through 

bid.matthewsauctions.com

Fireman’s Park • 500 Park Ave. • Waterloo, WI 53594 — 5.5% WI sales tax applies

December 29 & 30, 2025 —
Annual December Holiday Auction - Live in 
Person Waterloo, WI. Featuring a great long time collection 
consigned out of Ohio consisting of Gas, Oil, Dealership and 
SO MUCH MORE. Bid in-person, online at bid.matthewsauc-
tions.com, phone or absentee bid.

UPCOMING 2026 AUCTIONS
February 5 & 6 - Rick Bonenberger collection, 
 Smalls, Oil Cans, Globes & Signs.
March 25 & 26 - Rick Bonenberger collection,  
 Globes, Signs & Gas Pumps.
July 31 & August 1 - Rick Bonenberger collection,  
 Globes, Signs & Gas Pumps.

- ANNUAL DECEMBER HOLIDAY AUCTION -

We have multiple other quality auctions currently taking place. 
To bid & view 1,000’s of photos visit johnpeckauctions.com 

“Award Winning Auctioneers Since 1979”
(989) 345-4866

WINTER GUN & AMMO AUCTIONWINTER GUN & AMMO AUCTION

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: The items in this auction are nice and well maintained. The quality 
runs from the beginning to the end. If you have quality items like this you’re interested in sell-
ing, we’d appreciate the chance to earn your business. 

SALE PICKUP DAY
GLADWIN – Thursday 12/18/25 10AM – 4PM • CHARLOTTE – Friday 12/19/25 10AM – 4PM

ONLINE ONLY – ENDS TONIGHT!!
Bidding Ends Tuesday December 16th, 8PM

SITE LOCATIONS: GLADWIN, MI 48624
& CHARLOTTE, MI 48813

zone

web

EXCELLENT YEAR END GUN AUCTION – 900+ LOTS of new, used, & collector fire-
arms, ammo, knives, & accessories. Sale features nice high end 1 owner gun collection. 
Pickup days are offered at both Gladwin & Charlotte Offices, shipping is available. The qual-
ity won’t disappoint you. 

http://www.eauctionexchange.com
mailto:Danm@matthewsauctions.com
mailto:Dustin@matthewsauctions.com
mailto:Cyrus@matthewsauctions.com


Page 4 December 16, 2025THE AUCTION EXCHANGE – www.eauctionexchange.com

Stanton
From Page 1

displayed in its original 
glass dome and pedestal 
cabinet. Such machines 
fed real or near real-time 
stock quotations and 
news to banks and bro-
kerage houses through 
Western Union, automat-
ing the distribution of 
information for the first 
time in history. 

A late 1890s Edison 
Standard wax-cylinder 
phonograph nicknamed 
the “flower machine” sold 
for $23,000. The original 
paint on the bedplate of 
the model and an intact 
Edison wooden base 
pushed the price higher. 
Floral decorations domes-
ticated the male technol-
ogy of early phonographs 
and helped blend them in 
a feminine parlor culture 
previously dominated by 
pianos.

One of the most suc-
cessful European alter-
natives to Edison’s flower 
machine was a similarly 
dated German Polyphone 
wax cylinder phono-
graph. A model in near 
excellent condition 
reached a gavel price of 
$18,000. Polyphone’s 
background was in music 
boxes, not inventions. As 
such, the auction exam-
ple looked more like a 
precision music box than 
Edison’s clunkier mecha-
nisms.   

Another German 
music machine sold for 
$17,000. However, unlike 
Polyphon’s finely engi-
neered cylinders, 
Berliner gramophones 
abandoned wax tubes in 
favor of flat wax or plas-
tic discs that could be 
more cheaply duplicated 
beginning in 1887, an 
approach that ultimately 
shaped the entire record-
ing industry. A plain 
looking example, circa 
1898, represented 
Berliner’s interest in 
making money selling 
media (records) rather 
than machinery as 
Edison did.

An either Swiss or 
French automata coin-op-
erated music box that 
used a rotating metal cyl-
inder, sometimes called a 
corncob, to play music 
and operate five dancing 
figures along with a drum 
and six bells sold for 
$16,000. Unlike phono-
graphs, coin-operated 
automaton music boxes 
were designed to be pub-
lic spectacles, combining 
sound, motion and cabin-
etry to transform a sim-
ple song into a theatrical 
experience. 

A short-lived Edison 
phonograph that offered 
to disciple children 
through repetitive moral 
suasion was hammered 
down at $13,000. The 
no-name doll (she did not 
even have a persona or 
backstory) was sold as a 
voice housed in a doll 

rather than a doll with a 
voice. It delivered moral 
instruction when it 
wasn’t praying or singing 
about obedience, all in a 
child-like voice. 

Like four other talking 
dolls that also auctioned 
for $2,900 or less, their 
interior sound machines 
broke easily. And most 
frightened rather than 
delighted children as 
their mothers found them 
unsettling. It would take 
another 70 years before a 
successful talking doll 
was produced.

Before phonographs 
became common in for-
mal Victorian parlors, 
mechanical music boxes 
had their day. Made of 
precision machinery and 
finely-crafted woods, the 
most expensive models 
came in floor cabinets, to 
hold interchangeable 
disks and cylinders, 
much like the console 
radios of the 1930s. 

Swiss B. A. Bremond 
made his music boxes 
like he made his watches. 
A circa 1890 model sold 
for $5,000 in the auction, 
featuring furniture-grad 
cabinetry and a sound 
that made contemporary 
phonographs sound 
crude. A Swiss-made 
Empress player, circa 
1895-1910, sold for 
$4,500 included nine dif-
ferent disks. The trans-
fers and gilt work on the 
front were aimed at an 
upper-class feminine par-
lor market. 

Table-mounted music 
boxes allowed private lis-
tening rather than a 
room-sized console. A 
1900 Swiss-movement 
table-top model with a 
glass window to allow lis-
teners to view its mecha-
nism as it played sold for 
$4,500. It would take sev-
eral decades for phono-
graphs to be able to 
reproduce bass sounds as 
well as the auctioned 
Breitinger & Kunz play-
er.

One of Thomas 
Edison’s inventions was 
the Model VV-XXV 
schoolhouse phonograph, 
sold between 1910 and 
1925. Edison developed 
and promoted them to 
replace what he thought 
was poor singing and 
piano playing by elemen-
tary school teachers of 
the day. With huge 
speakers so they could be 
heard in an entire class-
room, two models sold at 
auction, the better for 
$1,300 and a less attrac-
tive version for $1,100.

Edison’s and other 
early phonographs all 
shared a common prob-
lem, speed inconsistency 
from their hand-wound 
motors. The Milan, Ohio-

Above: Edison’s C-250 phonograph was consid-
ered the standard of music reproduction around 
World War I. A model with provenance that Henry 
Ford had purchased the machine sold for $1,700.

Above: Auctioneer Steve Stanton and crew. The “New Edison” canvas banner 
behind them formerly hung in Don Gfell’s Milan, Ohio, store and sold for 
$3,250.

Above: Auctioneer Michael Bleisch inserted a nick-
el into this 1924 Seeburg Model KT Nickelodeon 
and off it played. The combination piano, mando-
lin, drum and xylophone orchestrion sold for 
$11,500.

Above: A circa 1900 Western Union / Calahan-type 
ticker tape machine sold for $30,000. Such devices 
made distant real-time financial markets possible 
for the first time. Until then, opportune quotes could 
be transmitted only by telegraph or telephone.

Automata coin-oper-
ated music boxes 

with dancing figures, 
circa 1900, sold for 

$16,000. 

A German-made 
Polyphone wax cylin-
der phonograph sold 

for $18,000. 

based Janette 
Manufacturing Co. 
offered a solution 
between 1908 and 1914 
in a pneumatic-driven 
phonograph, which used 
a stream of air to uni-
formly spin its turntable. 

A rare console-sized 
pneumatic model sold at 
auction for $800. The 
compressed air turntable 
ran more smoothly than 
wound motors, but was 
unwieldy compared to 
the electric motors that 
started appearing in pho-
nographs around 1913.

A frequent purchaser 
of Edison phonographs, 
Henry Ford bought an 
expensive-at-the-time 
$250 customized version 
of Edison’s Model C-250 
turntable photograph in 
1917 to give to his mar-
keting director. Featuring 

a high-end Chippendale-
Louis XVI wooden cabi-
net, the piece sold for 
$1,700 at auction with a 
letter of provenance nam-
ing Ford. 

Edison claimed that 
the C-250 more faithfully 
reproduced music than 
any other contemporary 
phonographs. Ford 
appreciated that because 
he thought that all adver-
tising and publicity 
should be properly curat-
ed, not the sensationalis-
tic spectacles reflecting 
most other advertising of 
the day. 

Information on future 
Stanton auctions is avail-
able at https://www.stan-
tons-auctions.com/auc-
tions. Another music 
machine auction is sched-
uled for next April.

Above: A circa 1910 
German-made ICA 
Multiplast stereoscopic 
viewer was hammered 
at $1,300. 

http://www.eauctionexchange.com
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05 

Fri., Jan. 23, Stantons 
Auctioneers, Firearm, 
Hastings, MI
06| 

Wed., Dec. 17, American 
Eagle Auction Co., Ammo, 
Tool, Misc., 		
Whitmore Lake, MI

08 

Thu., Dec. 18, Chupp 

Auctions & Real Estate 

LLC, 3 Day Antique, 

Shipshewana, IN

Mon., Dec. 29, Chupp 

Auctions & Real Estate 

LLC, Coin, Toy, Misc., 

Shipshewana, IN

Thu., Feb. 12, Polk Auction 
Co., Ag, Construction, 	
New Paris, IN
12 

Fri., Dec. 19, Whalen 
Realty & Auction, 2 Day 
Miscellaneous, Neapolis, OH
Mon., Dec. 29, Aaron 
Mast, 3 Day Miscellaneous, 
Middlefield, OH

Be Sure
To Say,

“I Saw It In 
The Auction 
Exchange 

& Collector’s
News!”

JANUARY   FEBRUARY   MARCH   APRIL   MAY   JUNE   JULY   AUGUST   SEPTEMBER   OCTOBER   NOVEMBER   DECEMBER
The Upcoming Auction Calendar is a listing 
of future Auctions beyond the current week. 
Auctioneers: This service is provided at no 
charge. As with everything - we do our utmost 
to make sure that your Auction is listed in a 
timely and accurate fashion. 
For our Readership: For more thorough list-
ings contact the Auctioneer personally and 
tell them where you saw their ad!

ZONE 6ZONE 6

ZONE 12ZONE 12

ZONE 4ZONE 5 ZONE 8ZONE 8

Contact: fourfourtime@icloud.comContact: fourfourtime@icloud.com

4-4time.com4-4time.com

Antique Phonographs, Cylinder 
Records, Watches & More!

We also purchase whole 
collections as well as 

individual pieces.

http://www.eauctionexchange.com
mailto:fourfourtime@icloud.com
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We are now accepting entire Estates and collections, as well as individual examples, 
and small groupings of firearms for our upcoming sales. We have handled collections 
of all types and sizes with many firearms selling for more $10,000 - $30,000 each 
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Christmas
From Page 1

trees as simple trees lit 
by candles. When looking 
at Christmas trees, these 
hard-working people 
were reminded of the cap-
stans, much like the ones 
used on ships, which were 
commonly used in the 
mines to lift heavy loads. 
Mining families in the 
Ore Mountains added the 
spinning motion of a cap-
stan to the earliest 
Christmas trees and 
primitive Christmas pyr-
amids were born.

The name “Christmas 
pyramid” also has historic 
significance. French sol-
diers, under the command 
of Napoleon, invaded 
Egypt around 1800. These 
soldiers brought back illus-
trations and other artwork 
depicting the Egyptian 
pyramids. Eventually 
these images made their 
way to the Ore Mountains 
where the industrious 
mining families quickly 
applied the name to their 
Christmas invention, and 
Christmas pyramids were 
officially named.

Christmas pyramids 
were originally hung from 
the ceiling of Germanic 
homes, but later these dec-
orations became tabletop 
decorations where the 
entire family could enjoy 
the spinning nativity 
scene. 

In the 1670s, signifi-
cant numbers of German 
immigrants arrived in 
what would become the 
United States, settling in 
Pennsylvania, New York, 

and Virginia. From 1840 
to 1890, Germans were 
the largest group of immi-
grants coming to America. 
Following the Revolutions 
of 1848 in Germany, a 
wave of Germanic politi-
cal refugees fled to the 
United States and became 
known as the Forty-
Eighters. This group of 
German immigrants 
brought with them the 
custom of erecting 
Christmas pyramids as 
decorations at Christmas.

Christmas pyramids in 
all shapes and sizes are 
found all over the United 
States. Some of these pyr-
amids still use candles as 
their power source, and 
others use electricity and 
some burn time-honored 
kerosene lamps (which is 
quite dangerous).

The first large 
Christmas pyramid erect-
ed in the United States 
still stands in 
Fredericksburg, Texas. 
The pyramid is 26-feet tall, 
and it serves as the center-
piece of Fredericksburg’s 
Christmas marketplace 
each December.

Today, Christmas pyra-
mids take on many intri-
cately carved variations of 
the Christmas spirit. 

Above: Made with tradi-
tional wood materials, 
this 32-inch high 
Christmas pyramid, 
made by Richard 
Glässer, is valued at 
$660.

Above: Created in the 
Ore Mountains of 
Germany in the 1970s, 
this Christmas pyramid is 
valued at $100.

Shipshewana AuctionShipshewana Auction Shipshewana

est. 1922

www.ShipshewanaTradingPlace.com • (260) 768-4129 • 345 S Van Buren St, Shipshewana, IN 46565

ANTIQUE & MISCELLANEOUS AUCTION
Every Wednesday, Year-Round at 9:00 am EST

Preview consignments at AuctionZip.com!  Auctioneer  ID #1945

We have seller space available. Call (260) 768-4129 to consign items!

*Items pictured above are from a previous Signs & Advertising Auction

Special Signs and Advertising & Misc. Auction
Wednesday, December 17th @ 9am

15313 BRYCE RD., CAPAC, MI.  48014 
INSPECTION:  12-17-2025 9 AM TO 4 PM and SALE DAY 9 AM TO 1 PM  

THURSDAY DECEMBER 18, 2025   8 AM TO 4 PM 

586-784-8890   586-634-1076 

CRYDERMANAUCTIONS.COM 

2003 HARLEY-DAVIDSON SOFTAIL FAT BOY 100TH ANNIVERSARY, 
RARE SHEET METAL GERMAN TOYS, HUBLEY CAST IRON TOYS,  

VINTAGE CARRIAGES, SIGNED ART & PRINTS, 
VINTAGE FISHING LURES, BLACK POWDER GUNS,  

MOUNTS, COLLECTIBLES, BEER SIGNS, PORCELAIN DOLLS, 
STEAM ENGINE REPLICA, PLUS MUCH MORE. 8053 MILES, VIN# 1HD1BXB113V049340  

VISIT WEBSITE FOR  
ADDITIONAL INFO 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:    THIS SALE IS COMPLETE COLLECTION !!!!!!!!!!!
It Offers Rare Sheet Metal German Toys, Hubley Cast Iron Toys, 
Signed Art & Prints, Black Powder Guns, Mounts, and Much More. 
This is a Quality Sale Thru-Out the Catalog.  Shipping Available. 
All Buys Offered Absolute.  Don’t Miss This Rare Opportunity.   
Thank You  Chuck Cryderman & Associates LLC 

NOTICE OF SALE NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the undersigned intends to sell the 
personal property described below to satisfy a 
landlord’s lien imposed on said property under The 
Self-Service Storage Act. The undersigned will sell 
at a public sale by competitive bidding starting on 
12/12/2025 at 10:00 AM on storagetreasures.com. 
Said property is MyPlace Self Storage, 3100 Mas-
sillon Rd., Akron, OH 44312.
Shawntaya Brunson- Household Goods/Furniture 
Brandon Donahue- Household Goods/Furniture
Purchases must be paid for at the time of purchase 
by Debit/Credit card, or cashier’s check per facility 
policy. All purchased items are sold as is, where is, 
and must be removed within 48 hours of the sale. 
Sales are subject to cancellation in the event of set-
tlement between owner and obligated party.

NOTICE OF
SALE

http://www.eauctionexchange.com
http://www.ShipshewanaTradingPlace.com
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B y  K a r i n 
M i l l i m a n

DAVIDSBURG, Mich. 
— The second day of the 
Michigan Antique 
Festival in Davisburg, 
Mich., opened a bit chilly 
but with the promise of 
sunshine to warm things 
up and dry off the area. A 

Caterpillar crawled into 
shoppers' hearts at show

bit of rain fell on 
Saturday, which damp-
ened a few of the shop-
pers’ and vendors’ spirits, 
so the vendors were all 
eager to see the gates 
open on Sunday with the 
sunshine.   And the shop-
pers came. Soon, the fair-
grounds were buzzing 
with activity, and the 

crowd seemed eager to 
check out every signal 
booth. And the vendors 
were ready with informa-
tion and offers to help in 
any way they could. 

On display in a booth 
set up by Dena’s Trinkets 
was a caterpillar. It was 
an old playground piece 
from the 1970s era, and 
he certainly looked ready 
to provide hours of fun 
with his black top hat. He 
had large googly eyes and 
a very long nose, which 
contributed to his silly 
look. “This was from when 
the kids played outside 
and used their imagina-
tion to have fun. We didn’t 
wear helmets or other 
padding, and we couldn’t 
wait for the day to begin 
so we could be outdoors,” 

said the vendor. He need-
ed a new paint job, but 
would make a great addi-
tion to any playground for 
the children to climb on 
and pretend he was tak-
ing them far away to 
another land. His price 
tag announced that he 
was only $800, which was 
a bargain considering the 
imaginary trips he could 
inspire or the silly look he 
would give to a flower bed 
or garden. 

One booth had an inter-
esting mid-century fresco 
on display. It was called 
The Three Graces and 
was a two-dimensional 
piece.  The price tag on it 
was $700. It was a light 
brown color and featured 
a flutist, a tambourine 
player, and a harpist on 
one side. Then there were 
three nude ladies cuddled 
in a standing position in 
the middle. And on the 
right side was a group of 
five figures, seemingly 
enjoying dancing to the 
music. It was very light-
weight, which was a sur-
prise given its plaster-like 
finish. 

Something not often 
seen at an antique show 
was in Gil Song’s booth. 
He had a custom mold of a 
horse’s bust. He said the 
company made the entire 
horse and didn’t like how 
it looked, so they tossed it. 
He said, “I just love how 
the head looks. It has such 
a realistic tilt of the head 
and you just want to reach 
out and give it a pet,” said 
Song. He had the mold 
priced at $400. 

Song also had a windup 
traffic signal. According to 
Song, this one was used 
before electricity was 
available everywhere. 
When traffic lights were 
first used, they were 
hand-operated by police 
officers who stood at the 
intersection, watched the 
traffic, and turned the 
lights as needed. This one 
still had the windup 
mechanism on top, so it 
could be left for a while to 
run on a timer. It was 
embossed with the words 
“The Auxiliary Traffic 
Signal” at the top, cover-
ing the winding mecha-

nism. It simply said “Stop” 
on two sides and “Go” on 
the opposite sides. It was 
definitely interesting to 
study this rare piece of 
everyday life. 

R-Purpose had the most 
original booth on the 
grounds. Everything in 
their spot was repurposed 
from something they had. 
Even their business cards 
were made from repur-
posed boxes, utilizing the 
back for their contact 
information. They had cut 
some suitcases into 
shelves. If the suitcase 
pieces were removed from 
the wall, each one revealed 
a hidden space for storing 
treasures.   These were 
priced at $160 each and 
certainly were original. 
And if you looked around 
a bit, you would have 
found the most beautiful 
occasional table. It was 
repurposed from cherry 
burl. It was finished in a 
shiny epoxy, which would 
extend the table’s life by 
protecting the surface. It 
carried a price tag of $450. 

A very unique small 
bar, perfect for an evening 
snifter of whisky or a glass 
of wine, was priced at 
$900. This unusual piece 
was resurrected from a 
1950s-era television. The 
“innards” had been 
removed, and the “screen” 
slid out to reveal the bev-
erage and glasses inside. 
It still sported the original 
look, and two side doors 
could be closed to conceal 
the contents when one’s 
thirst had been satis-
fied.  The table inside the 
screen holding the con-
tents would slide right out 
for easy access, then slide 
back in to hide its true 
purpose. 

And if you stepped into 
the open trailer, there was 
the queen of the R-Purpose 
booth. It was carrying a 
$1,200 price tag but would 
be worth every penny. 
This beauty was a rolling 
bar made from a cleverly 
repurposed sousaphone 
case. This old Army sou-

saphone case was in the 
basement of an old music 
hall when it was rescued. 
It underwent a thorough 
scrubbing, was sealed, 
and given a new orienta-
tion. What used to be the 
lid could now be latched to 
keep the unit closed for 
safekeeping. Inside is a 
complete bar with a work 
service made from a heavy 
maple butcher-block sci-
ence lab table. There is 
storage for wine and 
liquor, a wine glass rack, 
and a pull-out drawer. It 
now sports a glass front 
and an interior light, 
making it a one-of-a-kind 
bar that would drum up 
conversation from any 
guest. 

And if you needed to 
rest, got chilly, or just 
wanted a quaint spot to 
sit for a spell, the 
Davisburg Fairgrounds 
boasted a welcoming wood 
fire burning in a fire ring. 
There always seemed to 
be a flow of shoppers sit-
ting on the log seats, 
warming themselves, 
sharing their finds, and 
just taking in the scenes 
surrounding them. The 
dates for the shows at the 
beautiful Davisburg fair-
grounds for next year are 
May 2-3, and October 
10-11. 

This caterpillar, com-
plete with his top hat, 
was from the 1970s, 

when children played 
outdoors no matter the 

weather and used 
their imaginations to 
transport them to far-

away places.

Above: Made from a cherry burl, this unique side 
table was priced at $450.

Above: A windup stop 
light offered a new pic-
ture of the olden days 
before the electricity 
we take for granted 
today was in wide use.

Right: The Three Graces 
fresco shows them 
enjoying the pleasures 
that life offers and was 
priced at $700,
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Christmas cards still have a place in our hearts
By Donald-Brian Johnson

When does the Christ-
mas season really begin? 
When the first store pipes 
in the Bing Crosby holiday 
favorite? When the first 
hundred twinkling lights 
go up on that big house 
down the street? When the 
first grocery store parking 
lot becomes a wonderland 
of freshly-cut Christmas 
trees?

For many, it’s the first 
day your mail coughs up 
something out of the ordi-
nary. Maybe it’s an enve-
lope dotted with stenciled 
snowflakes. Maybe there’s 
a grinning snowman on a 
return address label. 
Maybe you spy an enve-
lope flap, carefully glued 
down with Christmas 
Seals. But whatever the 
clue, you know, even before 
opening it, exactly what 
you’ve received. It’s a 
Christmas card — the first 
one of the season. Let the 
holidays begin!

The modern tradition of 
exchanging commercially 
produced Christmas cards 
began in 1843 with Sir 
Henry Cole, director of 
London’s Victoria & Albert 
Museum. Cole had a 
long-standing tradition of 
sending handwritten holi-
day greetings to family 
and friends. But by 1843, 
Sir Henry’s hand grew 
tired, and his patience 
thin. Inspiration struck: he 
commissioned artist friend 
John Calcott Horsley to 
create a card that could be 
lithographed, colored by 
hand, and sent to those on 
Sir Henry’s list. “Extras” 
in the initial printing of 
1,000 were then made 
available for sale to the 
general public, at a shil-
ling apiece.

Horsley designed a 3 by 
5 inch card illustrating 
three scenes. A mer-
ry-making family enjoying 
a holiday toast filled the 
central panel. Highlight-
ing the true spirit of the 
season, the side panels fea-
tured charitable folk feed-
ing the hungry, and cloth-
ing the naked. 

Early Victorians, how-
ever, were easily shocked. 
The cards were roundly 

c o n -

demned, not for their 
depictions of the starving 
and the unclothed, but 
because one of the figures 
shown sipping wine in the 
central panel was a child. 
Horsley was criticized for 
“fostering the moral cor-
ruption of children,” and 
the cards were quickly 
withdrawn from the mar-
ket; today, only about a 
dozen remain.

While images of 
wine-swilling youngsters 
may not have appealed to 
buyers in the mid-1800s, 
the idea of the ready-made 
Christmas card did. Over 
the next several years, the 
custom of card exchange 
grew in popularity, 
although with illustrations 
of more palatable seasonal 
subjects, such as holly, ivy, 
and blissful sleigh rides. 

The expense of litho-
graphed, hand-colored 
cards initially meant that 
only the wealthy could 
afford them. Eventually, 
thanks to the development 
of the steam printing 
press, production costs 
plummeted, bringing the 
price of a Christmas card 
within the reach of almost 
every budget. And, thanks 
to England’s Postal Act of 
1840, even mailing a 
Christmas card was 
extremely affordable: post-
age was just a penny, to 
any destination in the 
United Kingdom. A new 
and destined-to-endure 

holiday tradition 
was soon 

underway 

and flourishing — at least 
on the far side of the Atlan-
tic.

In the United States, 
however, those sending 
“season’s greetings” had to 
make do with imported 
cards until 1875. That’s 
when Louis Prang, the 
“Father of the American 
Christmas Card,” began to 
sell them domestically. In 
1850, Prang set up shop in 
New York, refining skills 
acquired as a printer in his 
native Germany. Among 
those refinements: signifi-
cant contributions to the 
technique of chromolithog-
raphy. Prang’s “chromos” 
utilized zinc plates for 
color printing, and proved 
much less expensive than 
previous methods of color 
printing.

Prang initially exported 
his “chromos” for sale in 
England, but noting the 
increased demand for 
imported cards, he intro-
duced them on American 
shores in 1875. Thanks to 
the miracles of mass pro-
duction, and an efficient, 
inexpensive, postal sys-
tem, the Christmas card 
tradition caught on here 
just as quickly as it had 
overseas; by the 1880s, 
Prang’s firm was produc-
ing nearly five million 
cards annually. 

By the 1920s, a Christ-
mas card thematic pat-
tern, still in vogue today, 
had become fairly well 
established: the cards 
offered up a unique blend 
of nostalgia, sentiment, 

and season-specific visu-
als. Although some-

times laced with 
humor, each and 

every one had the 
same overriding 
primary pur-
pose: to tug, 
sometimes sub-
tly (and some-
times, not so 

subtly), at the 
heartstrings.
Holiday wishes 

became particularly 
poignant during 
World War II, as 

greetings were sent to 
friends and family mem-
bers overseas. In addition 
to its primary function, the 
holiday greeting card of 
the 1940s played another 
important role: keeping 
morale high, both at home 
and abroad.

While later cards incor-
porated photo art, those of 
the 1940s and ‘50s relied 
mainly on illustration. 
Novelty additions, such as 
glitter, flocking, window 
cut-outs, pop-ups, and 
pull-out tabs were often 
used, adding to a card’s 
charm. Card trim could 
include everything from 
lace ribbon bows to cotton 
snowdrifts to metallic foil 
accents. And, while gener-
ic sentiments were the 
norm (“Here’s to luck and 
plenty of it! Here’s to cheer 
the season thru!”), various 
companies also employed 
recognized “name” talents 
to compose their interior 
messages. These ranged 
from the homespun (poet 
Edgar Guest), to the inspi-
rational (Norman Vincent 
Peale). 

Other top trends of the 
times: 

Photo Cards. Whether 
it’s a selfie or a profession-
al shot, for many folks a 
Christmas card without 
photos would be unthink-
able. The fad actually 
began in the late 1930s, 
with amateur black-and-
whites adorning semi-
glossy one-sheets.

Studio Cards. More 
upscale than a box of 
assorted holiday cards 
from the local dime store, 
the “studio card” provided 
understated elegance at 
overstated cost. First soar-
ing to prominence in the 
1950s, each season’s selec-
tion of studio cards was 
arranged for viewing in 
huge sample books.

Hi Brows. Instantly 
recognizable by their tall 
and narrow shape, “Hi 
Brows” were introduced by 
American Greetings in 
1957. The “Hi Brow” 
deconstructed the tradi-
tional Christmas greeting, 
reconfiguring it as hip and 
offbeat, with just a dash of 
snarky humor. 

In addition to American 
Greetings, other major 
card producers from the 

1940s onward included 
Quality Cards, Artistic, 
Rust Craft, Norcross, 
Golden Bell, Stanley, and, 
(of course), Hallmark.

Probably the best-
known name in the mod-
ern greeting card industry, 
Hallmark was founded by 
Norfolk, Nebraska native 
Joyce C. Hall. Hall arrived 
in Kansas City in 1910, 
with just a shoebox full of 
postcards, initially con-
ducting business out of his 
room at the YMCA. But 
Hall was a determined 
entrepreneur, and by 1915, 
“Hall Bros.” (comprised of 
J.C., Bill, and Rollie Hall), 
began to manufacture its 
own cards. The company, 
eventually relabeled “Hall-
mark Cards, Inc.” has been 
“caring enough to send the 
very best” ever since. (That 
slogan, by the way, dates 
from 1944; the Hallmark 
“crown,” developed by art-
ist Andrew Szoerke, first 
appeared on cards in 
1949.) 

Over the decades, 
Christmas cards have 
been prized by even the 
most casual collectors. 
Arranged individually, in 
groupings, or as part of a 

larger holiday display, vin-
tage Christmas cards 
remain an attractive and 
extremely affordable col-
lectible, usually ranging 
from $5-10 each. 

Today, as in the past, 
the exchange of Christmas 
cards continues to serve its 
original function: bringing 
good cheer to those we 
cherish. Even more impor-
tantly, in our far-flung 
modern world, holiday 
cards help reinforce the 
ties of friendship and fam-
ily that bind us all togeth-
er. Communication may be 
erratic the rest of the year, 
but a Christmas card 
keeps the lines of commu-
nication open and alive. It 
says “Now, right at this 
very moment, you, and you 
alone, are in my thoughts. 
Merry Christmas!”

Photo Associate: Hank 
Kuhlmann

Donald-Brian Johnson 
is the co-author of numer-
ous Schiffer books on 
design and collectibles, 
including “Postwar Pop,” a 
collection of his columns. 
Please address inquiries 
(or Christmas greetings) 
to: donaldbrian@msn.com

Above: From 1912, a postcard of a snow-dappled home, complete with sea-
son-appropriate accents: ivy and an ornament. All Photos by Donald-Brian 
Johnson

Left: Just for 
“Daddy,” a gin-
gerbread man 
with flocked glit-
ter finish visual. 
Hallmark, 1946.

Above: Each candle on this early 1950s “Week Of 
Christmas Blessings” offers a different wish. Among 
them: “Hope,” Peace,” and “Good Will.”

Below: A peaceful winter scene, complete with glit-
ter snow, on a “Nephew” card by Meryle, released 
in 1946.
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FLEA MARKETS • ANTIQUES 
EDUCATION • WANTED  

COLLECTIBLES • SERVICES 
ANTIQUES SHOPS • SHOWS

MIRROR RESILVERING: Quick 
Service. 313-521-1888. Frank Wright 
Glass, 14808 Gratiot. Detroit, MI 48205. 
Call for quotes. www.frankwrightglass.net 	
	            S
RAMER'S WOODWORKING, 
Specializing in tables, chairs and furniture 
repair. 989-584-1044.	 (0225)

WANTED:  Always  buying  rare  antique 
motors.  Outboard  and  inboard  also  early 
race  boats.  E-mail:  bjoutboards@gmail. 
com 989-326-0727 B.J. Pawlaczyk          S  
WANTED: Buying license plates, old or 
new, collections or singles, top dollar 
PAID, call Jeff 269-447-7634	 (1326) 

WANTED

With the best
coverage around,

how can you
afford not to
advertise?

The Auction 
Exchange

& Collectors 
News

SERVICES tfn

Buying?  Selling?  Promoting?Buying?  Selling?  Promoting?
Try an Auction Exchange Classified!

Classified ads are limited to Antique Shows & Shops, For Sale, Services, Education and Want Ads. • No auction ads or tag sales.
An Auction Exchange classified ad is only $6.25 per week for up to 15 words and 25¢ for each additional word.
Please print legibly and include name, address or phone number & town as it will appear in print.

Name                                                                                                                                                                                            

Street                                                                                              City                                                                                              

State                                      Zip                                                Phone                                                                                          

CLASSIFICATION: (i.e. Wanted , For Sale)                                                                            Please run my ad for                      weeks.
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All classified ads must be pre-paid
Please send ad with check made payable to The Auction Exchange • PO Box 90 • Knightstown, IN 46148-0090

ADVERTISERS!
Verify that your ad 

was received!
Whether you faxed

or e-mailed,
call toll-free

for verification:
888-339-3795

Since 1978 the 
Weekly Auction & 

Collectors 
Guide for
Michigan, 

N. Indiana and 
N.W. Ohio

Free booth space available @ our
ANNUAL ANTIQUE ADVERTISING SPECIALTY SHOW

March 2026
Located at the Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. This is one 

of the largest markets for only 40+ year old advertising in the world. 
Signs, displays, clocks, and all other forms of vintage advertising.

For info: IAAshow.com
Contact: damongranger@gmail.com

248-910-6765
INDY ANTIQUE ADVERTISING SHOW

September 2026
Boone County Fairgrounds

1955 Indianapolis Ave., Lebanon, IN
IndyAdShow.com

damongranger@gmail.com
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Auctioneers Note: 
Auctioneers Note: This is a 3-day auction with 6 live/online segments with “live only” auctions between the segments that have the 
same great antiques and collectibles as well! Even though we have the online option to bid and buy, we promote coming out and 

experiencing this as a live auction. There will be giveaways and drawings throughout the whole three days!

FOR ONLINE BIDDING GO TO  HTTP://AARONMAST.HIBID.COM/AUCTIONS/CURRENT

We have full color catalogues available at Farmington Hardware, Mullet’s Harness, Grand Valley Footwear, Heritage Event 
Center as well as on the sign locations. They are also available by mail, call Ivan Yoder 440-636-3636.

Note: You must be an Ohio Resident and 18 years old with no felony record to purchase a long gun and 21 years 
old to purchase a handgun. 

Terms and Conditions: Cash, Check, and Credit Card. 10% Buyer’s premium Charged on all sales, 20% for online sales. You must be 
an Ohio Resident with no felony record and 18 years old to purchase a long gun and 21 to purchase a hand gun.

Auctioneers:
Aaron Mast, Aaron Byler; Urie Byler; Pete Howes

New Year’s Eve 
Antique & Collectibles Auction

t 5th Annual u

‘ 6 Auction Segments over 3 days! ’
Heritage marketplace auction pavilion • 15848 Nauvoo Road | Middlefield, OH 

1st Auction Segment | Monday, December 29  . 9 am
Thermometers: Signs; Coins; Miniatures; Railroad Lanterns; General Antiques; Toys and More!

New! Uncatalogued Auction (after Segment 1 is done)
Miniatures; Thermometers; Signs; General Antiques; Toys and more!

2nd Auction Segment (Betsy Dan’s Al Auction) | Monday, December 29  . 4 PM
Toy’s; Precision Toys; First Gear Toys; UPS Toys; Coins; Miniatures; Assorted Tire Ash Trays; and More!

3rd Auction Segment | Tuesday, December 30  . 9 AM
Antique Tools; Miniatures; Griswold; Anvils; General Antiques; Signs; Railroad Lanterns and Collectibles; 

Toys; General Antiques; Ox Yokes, and More!
New! John Deere Auction (After Segment 3 is done)

JD Thermometer; JD Signs; JD Implement Panels; JD Mini Anvils; JD Knives; JD Gas Pump; JD Lantern; JD Airplanes; JD 
Toys; 18+ Pieces of JD Precision Toys and More!

4th Auction Segment | Tuesday, December 30  . 4 pm
Large Ford Tool Display (w/ Henry Ford’s Key to his penthouse and license plate); Spec Cast Toys (NIB); Ertle Toys (NIB); 

Toy Farmer Series Toys; Oil Drum Banks; (First Gear Toys NIB) and More!

5th Auction Segment | Wednesday, December 31 . 9 am
Salesman’s Samples; Steam Tractors; Hit N Miss Engines; Antique Tools; Griswold; Signs; Thermometers; Advertising 

Clocks; Oil Tins; Railroad Lanterns and Collectibles; Toys; General Antiques & more!
New! Sporting Memorabilia (After Segment 5 is done)

Collection of BB Guns; Miniature Guns; Remington Truck Banks; Winchester Truck Banks and More!

6th Auction Segment | Wednesday, December 31 . 4 pm
Winchester Advertising; Remington Advertising; Knives; Hatchets; Gun Oilers; Traps; JC Higgins and Marbles Gun Clean-

ing Kits; Ammo; Shotguns; Rifles, Collector Guns; Hand Guns and More!!

legend 350 giveaway 
after the 6th segment*

yeti cooler giveaway 
following the 4th 

segment! *
Filled with heritage meats products
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